Operational Instructions

Fire Watch mission # 06-E-3230 Mission code A2
Jan 18th, 2006
(Corrected 26 January)
Sortie Objective

The sortie objective is to locate and record the latitude and longitude of any fires in the search area. Also, identify and record any lake, river or water source that is at least 10 feet deep. This is a possible source of water to fight a fire (even if a fire is not found).
Sortie details

Announce entering the search area on 122.925 (search area north of Waco) or 123.025 (search area south of Waco) prior to entering the search area. The announcement such be "Any Air Attack aircraft, CAP Flight nnnn is entering a fire watch in the 'county' area, please advise of any conflict, OVER". NOTE: Any Air Attach aircraft has priority since they may be fighting a fire in the area. OTHERWISE, DO NOT CALL AIR ATTACK 
EXCEPT IN AN EMEGERENCY

Fly the sortie at approximately 3,000 agl.  Use the best track spacing to effectively cover the assignment in the shortest amount of time (5 mile would be appropriate). Sorties should be between 4-5 hours but not to exceed 5 hours. 

Launch Time:  09:00 or 13:00 (unless briefed otherwise)
Return to base if winds become unsafe.  Plan your flight accordingly and monitor while in-flight. 
Length: Sorties should not exceed 5 hours unless involved in active fire assistance. 

Return to Base: All Sorties should return to base by 17:30.

104 Procedures

104s should be faxed to IC (currently 830-792-5998) several hours prior to flight. Briefing may occur the evening before or in the following morning. You will be contacted prior to your launch time to be released. Do not depart without final release.  Note: We are operating under the Texas Forest Service Air Ops and have to get release from them before releasing our flights. 
Target Area 

Texas Forest Service will request additional flights for counties as needed. Pilots should fly a loose grid search at an altitude of approximately 3000 feet AGL.  Texas Forest Spotter Aircraft will be at 2,500 AGL and Heli-Tankers at 500 AGL.  There will be a 500 ft. minimum vertical separation. 
Target Information 

Pilots should look for:
 
1) Any sign of smoke or Fire.  You are authorized to go down and inspect any smoke related incidents (within CAPR 60-10). 
a) LAT and LONG of any incident. 
b) Approximate size of the fire. (acres, length and width)
c)   Is it is grass or timber? 
d)  Are there any structures threatened? 
e)  Are there any current Fire Departments working the scene?
f)   Distance from a road. 

2)  Potential water sources.  TFS needs to know location of water source with LAT & LONG.  Water source is defined as anything this is over 10 feet deep.  This is for the Heli-Tankers. 

3)  Upon spotting smoke or fire, provide prevailing wind direction over the site. 


Frequencies to Monitor 

Texas Forest Service Air Teams will be on these Air Band frequencies: 

North of Waco on 122.925 
South of Waco 123.025 

Digital Pictures taken please email to Gwynn Groggel at gwynn@ktc.com.

Fire Reporting Procedures

1) Pilots should use channel 011 (TXLAW2 155.3700MHz) to contact TXDPS.

    Example:
         Waco DPS this is CAP flight 4244, OVER ….....

         Waco DPS, CAP flight 4244 wants to report a fire in McCllennan County at LAT: 3x:xx.x Long: 9x:xx.x.
         Please forward it to the proper authority, OVER.... 

         USE THE CLOSEST DPS OFFICE - NOT JUST WACO (see attach list).  If that fails
 
2) Try relay to CAP Flight 4244 or 9914 on channel 1. They have satellite phones and can contact the Texas Forest Service directly.  If that fails

 
3) Last choice call Texas Forest Service at 512-424-2208. 

This information is confidential and distributed on a need to know basis. 
DO NOT contact any media with this information or the results of any mission. 

Adhere to all CAP regulations concerning media. 
After Flight Reporting
The flight time and total cost (fuel and maintenance) needs to be sent via email or phone (H 830-792-5997 C 830-377-8081) immediately after landing. Also, the lat/long of all fires sited, all water sites and any problems encountered needs to be reported. After reporting then follow up with a fax to 830-792-5998 or email to gwynn@ktc.com of the 104. This information has to be set to the state every evening so timely reporting is essential. 
SAFETY
All PICs are responsible for checking your fuel, getting a  weather briefing, and giving a safety briefing to your crew.

As always safety is the most important thing, so always err on the side of safety when making a decision. Keep aware of the weather, other airplanes (if you are in the area of a fire there could be other traffic intent on their job and not watching out for you), and your general fatigue factors.
Bosque County
Location; From N 32 12.4 W 97 38.0 go SW to 32 1.0 98 0.0 then SE to 31 40.3 97 45.9 then NE to 31 42.4 97 41.5 then SE to 31 35.4 97 36.1 then NE to 31 44.7 97 16.6 then NW following the Brazos river to 32 12.4 97 38.0

Emergency Fields; Clifton N31 49.0 W97 34.06, Parrish N31 47.7 W97 46.40, Cade N31 W45.9 97.8, Flat Top Ranch N32 03.6 W97 47.7, Bryant’s Landing  N32 03.07 W97 44.3, Diamond Ranch N32 01.6 W97 37.6

Water locations;
1. N31 53.3 W97 42.13
2. N31 54.8 W97 53.8

3. Big Lake  N32 04.7 W97 51.4

4. Polnac Lake N32 06.5 W97 47.1

5. Old Lake N32 04.7 W97 48.8

6. Mustang Lake N32 04.6 W 97 47.8

Coryell County
Location; From N31 42.6 W97 41.4 go SW to 31 27.7 98 10.7 then go SE to 31 04.2 97 54.6 then NE to 31 19.2 97 25.1 then NW to 31 42.6 97 41.4

Emergency Fields; Berry N 31 27.3 W 97 45.0, City county N 31 25.3 W 97 47.87, Long Horn Auxiliary Strip N 31 22.43 W 97 39.95

Shorthorn Auxiliary Strip N 31 21.6 W 97 40.32

Water locations; 
1. Peni-Bilt Lake N3123.2 W97 44.8

2. Belton Lake N31 18.7 W 97 27.7

Mills County
Location; From N 31 43.3 W 98 29.7 go W to 31 42.2 98 45.5 then SW to 31 36.6 98 46.8 then SW to 31 29.0 98 59.4 then follow the Colorado River SE to 31 14.0 98 33.7 then NE to 31 24.6 98 16.0 then NW to 31 43.3 98 29.7

Emergency fields; Vaughn Ranch N 31 31.4 W 98 48.0, Smokey Bend 31 28.5 98 42.7, Edwards 31 20.6 98 36.98, Yates Field 31 19.3 98 51.9

Water locations;  N 31 32.3 W 98 48.8, N 31 32.9 W 98 50.6, N 31 31.9 W 98 49.6

San Saba County
Location; From N 31 27.3 W 99 05.5 go S to 30 55.5 99 05.4 then E to 30 55.3 98 26.9 (Colorado River) then follow the Colorado River NW to 31 27.4 98 05.5

Emergency Fields; San Saba N 31 13.9 W 98 42.9, Brady 31 11.0 99 19.6, Menard County 30 56.0 99 49.0, Deep Creek Ranch 31 06.9 99 00.0

Water Locations; San Saba River N 31 07.7 W 98 57.8, Brady Creek 31 08.2 99 01.2

Burnet County

Location; From N 31 02.0 W 97 54.7 go W to 31 01.7 98 26.6 then SE down the Colorado River to 30 29.2 98 21.1 then SE to 30 25.9 98 09.5 then NE to 30 47.0 97 57.8 then NE to 30 54.8 97 49.8 then NW to 31 02.0 97 54.7
Emergency Fields; Burnet N 30 44.3 W 98 14.3, Sunrise Beach 30 35.8 98 25.9
Water locations; Buchanan Lake N 30 48.6 W 98 23.7, Lake Travis 30 31.3 98 08.0

Bell County

Location; From N 31 19.2 W 97 25.2 go SW to 31 03.3 97 55.5 then SE to 30 54.5 97 49.7 then SE to 30 45.2 97 18.9 then NE to 30 53.3 97 15.5 then NE to 30 59.3 97 04.2 then NW to 31 16.8 97 16.8 then SW to 31 14.9 97 20.3 then NW to 31 19.2 97 25.2

Emergency Fields; Draugton N 31 09.2 W 97 24.3, Killeen 31 05.3 97 41.3

Water; Belton Lake N 31 10.1 W 97 29.9, Still House Hollow Lake 31 02.0 97 34.2

McLennan County

Location; From N 31 51.6 W 97 02.3 go SW to 31 35.4 97 36.2 then SE to 

31 14.8 97 20.5 then NE to 31 31.4 96 48.0 then NW to 31 51.6 97 02.3

Emergency Fields; Valley Mills N 31 37 .28 W 97 25.62 (Caution this airport is only 6.2 miles North of Crawford P49) McGregor 31 29.13 97 18.95 (Caution this airport is only 8.2 miles SE of Crawford P49) Liberty Hill 31 17.63 97 17.88

Water Location; Waco Lake N 31 34.69 W 97 07.97

Falls County

Location; From N 31 31.3 W 96 48.2 go SW to 31 16.7 97 16.6 then SE to 30 59.1

97 04.2 then NE to 31 13.2 96 35.9 then NW to 31 31.3 96 48.2
Emergency Fields; Marlin N 31 20.47 W 9651.14

Water Location; N 31 10.3 96 58.5

Milam County

Location; From N 31 06.5 W 96 49.7 go SW to 30 53.4 97 15.4 then SW to 30 45.3 97 18.8 then SE to 30 44.0 97 16.3 then SE to 30 27.4 97 09.3 then NE to 30 43.7 96 37.5 (Brazos River) then NW along the Brazos River to 31 06.5 96 49.7

Emergency Fields; Cameron N 30 52.69 W 96 58.31, Glaser 30 54.52 9707.09, 

Hensley Ranch 30 42.5 96 54.08, HH Coffield 30 37.85 9659.35

Water Locations; Numerous

Limestone County

Location; From N 31 47.8 W 96 29.8 go NW to 31 48.9 96 43.3 then SW to 

31 42.6 96 56.0 then SE to 31 13.3 96 35.9 then NE to 31 24.8 96 14.2 then NW to 

31 47.8 96 29.8

Emergency Fields; Mexica-Limestone N 31 38.68 W 96 30.95, Teague 31 39.71 

96 18.82

Water locations; N 31 39.67 W 96 36.58,  N 31 35.68 W 96 32.52

Freestone County

Location; From N 32 00.00 W 96 03.2 go SE to 31 47.7 96 30.0 then SE to 31 24.8 96 14.4 then NW  up the Trinity River to 32 00.00 96 03.2

Emergency Fields; Big Brown Creek Airstrip N 31 49.87 W 96 03.10, 

Pyramid Ranch 31 51.81 96 11.83

Water Locations; Fairfield Lake N 31 47.60 W 96 03.76, and numerous other locations.

Hill County

Location; From N 32 15.9 W 97 05.2 then SW to 32 10.7 97 28.4 then SE down the Brazos River to 31 44.8 97 16.5 then NE to 31 51.7 97 02.3 then SE to 31 42.7 96 56.0

Then NE to 31 48.8 96 43.2 then NW to 32 04.6 96 53.6 then SW to 32 03.3 96 56,2 then NW to 32 15.9 97 05.2
Emergency Fields; Lake Whitney N 31 55.45 W 97 21,83, Hillsboro 32 05 97 05.87

Water Locations; Numerous 

