Operational Instructions

Fire Watch mission # TX-52-05
31 December 2005

The following instructions for this mission were issued by Lt Col Jack Jackson in cooperation with the State Operations Center. We have been task to fly Fire Watch for the State of Texas from today through Monday at 1600 Hours, unless extended. We will only have six sorties per day, with a maximum of four hours per sortie.

            A lot of eyes will be on our operation and it is essential that we carefully plan and carry out this mission so more will follow. I have given you the coordinates for the corner post of the counties. These coordinates are to be used for flight planning purposes only, they are not a route of flight.

The altitude will be at your discretion, however no lower than three thousand feet, and you may want climb to a higher altitude for greater distance visibility and better communication. 
Please listen before you talk on the fire channel and do not talk at all on other than CAP frequencies unless you are reporting a fire or have an emergency. 

The President may be in town, so check your NOTAM’S especially P49 since we will be operating in the area. Remember safety first, no mission is worth not going home to your family. Check the coordinates I have included carefully, since we had fairly short notice and I was up all night. If it doesn’t make sense, call me at 940-389-6100.

I will try to fly as many units as possible, however we must utilize the aircraft and crews closest to the work, so we can get the state the most bang for the buck, then maybe they will use us in the future.

All crews are  responsible for checking your fuel, weather briefing, and giving a safety briefing to your crew.

Everyone have fun, do a professional job and return safe.

Thanks,

Tom Bishop Lt Col CAP

Incident Commander

Bosque County
Location; From N 32 12.4 W 97 38.0 go SW to 32 1.0 98 0.0 then SE to 31 40.3 97 45.9 then NE to 31 42.4 97 41.5 then SE to 31 35.4 97 36.1 then NE to 31 44.7 97 16.6 then NW following the Brazos river to 32 12.4 97 38.0

Emergency Fields; Clifton N31 49.0 W97 34.06, Parrish N31 47.7 W97 46.40, Cade N31 W45.9 97.8, Flat Top Ranch N32 03.6 W97 47.7, Bryant’s Landing  N32 03.07 W97 44.3, Diamond Ranch N32 01.6 W97 37.6

Water locations;
1. N31 53.3 W97 42.13
2. N31 54.8 W97 53.8

3. Big Lake  N32 04.7 W97 51.4

4. Polnac Lake N32 06.5 W97 47.1

5. Old Lake N32 04.7 W97 48.8

6. Mustang Lake N32 04.6 W 97 47.8

Coryell County
Location; From N31 42.6 W97 41.4 go SW to 31 27.7 98 10.7 then go SE to 31 04.2 97 54.6 then NE to 31 19.2 97 25.1 then NW to 31 42.6 97 41.4

Emergency Fields; Berry N 31 27.3 W 97 45.0, City county N 31 25.3 W 97 47.87, Long Horn Auxiliary Strip N 31 22.43 W 97 39.95

Shorthorn Auxiliary Strip N 31 21.6 W 97 40.32

Water locations; 
1. Peni-Bilt Lake N3123.2 W97 44.8

2. Belton Lake N31 18.7 W 97 27.7

Mills County
Location; From N 31 43.3 W 98 29.7 go W to 31 42.2 98 45.5 then SW to 31 36.6 98 46.8 then SW to 31 29.0 98 59.4 then follow the Colorado River SE to 31 14.0 98 33.7 then NE to 31 24.6 98 16.0 then NW to 31 43.3 98 29.7

Emergency fields; Vaughn Ranch N 31 31.4 W 98 48.0, Smokey Bend 31 28.5 98 42.7, Edwards 31 20.6 98 36.98, Yates Field 31 19.3 98 51.9

Water locations;  N 31 32.3 W 98 48.8, N 31 32.9 W 98 50.6, N 31 31.9 W 98 49.6

San Saba County
Location; From N 31 27.3 W 99 05.5 go S to 30 55.5 99 05.4 then E to 30 55.3 98 26.9 (Colorado River) then follow the Colorado River NW to 31 27.4 98 05.5

Emergency Fields; San Saba N 31 13.9 W 98 42.9, Brady 31 11.0 99 19.6, Menard County 30 56.0 99 49.0, Deep Creek Ranch 31 06.9 99 00.0

Water Locations; San Saba River N 31 07.7 W 98 57.8, Brady Creek 31 08.2 99 01.2

Burnet County

Location; From N 31 02.0 W 97 54.7 go W to 31 01.7 98 26.6 then SE down the Colorado River to 30 29.2 98 21.1 then SE to 30 25.9 98 09.5 then NE to 30 47.0 97 57.8 then NE to 30 54.8 97 49.8 then NW to 31 02.0 97 54.7
Emergency Fields; Burnet N 30 44.3 W 98 14.3, Sunrise Beach 30 35.8 98 25.9
Water locations; Buchanan Lake N 30 48.6 W 98 23.7, Lake Travis 30 31.3 98 08.0

Bell County

Location; From N 31 19.2 W 97 25.2 go SW to 31 03.3 97 55.5 then SE to 30 54.5 97 49.7 then SE to 30 45.2 97 18.9 then NE to 30 53.3 97 15.5 then NE to 30 59.3 97 04.2 then NW to 31 16.8 97 16.8 then SW to 31 14.9 97 20.3 then NW to 31 19.2 97 25.2

Emergency Fields; Draugton N 31 09.2 W 97 24.3, Killeen 31 05.3 97 41.3

Water; Belton Lake N 31 10.1 W 97 29.9, Still House Hollow Lake 31 02.0 97 34.2

McLennan County

Location; From N 31 51.6 W 97 02.3 go SW to 31 35.4 97 36.2 then SE to 

31 14.8 97 20.5 then NE to 31 31.4 96 48.0 then NW to 31 51.6 97 02.3

Emergency Fields; Valley Mills N 31 37 .28 W 97 25.62 (Caution this airport is only 6.2 miles North of Crawford P49) McGregor 31 29.13 97 18.95 (Caution this airport is only 8.2 miles SE of Crawford P49) Liberty Hill 31 17.63 97 17.88

Water Location; Waco Lake N 31 34.69 W 97 07.97

Falls County

Location; From N 31 31.3 W 96 48.2 go SW to 31 16.7 97 16.6 then SE to 30 59.1

97 04.2 then NE to 31 13.2 96 35.9 then NW to 31 31.3 96 48.2
Emergency Fields; Marlin N 31 20.47 W 9651.14

Water Location; N 31 10.3 96 58.5

Milam County

Location; From N 31 06.5 W 96 49.7 go SW to 30 53.4 97 15.4 then SW to 30 45.3 97 18.8 then SE to 30 44.0 97 16.3 then SE to 30 27.4 97 09.3 then NE to 30 43.7 96 37.5 (Brazos River) then NW along the Brazos River to 31 06.5 96 49.7

Emergency Fields; Cameron N 30 52.69 W 96 58.31, Glaser 30 54.52 9707.09, 

Hensley Ranch 30 42.5 96 54.08, HH Coffield 30 37.85 9659.35

Water Locations; Numerous

Limestone County

Location; From N 31 47.8 W 97 29.8 go NW to 31 48.9 96 43.3 then SW to 

31 42.6 96 56.0 then SE to 31 13.3 96 35.9 then NE to 31 24.8 96 14.2 then NW to 

31 47.8 97 29.8

Emergency Fields; Mexica-Limestone N 31 38.68 W 96 30.95, Teague 31 39.71 

96 18.82

Water locations; N 31 39.67 W 96 36.58,  N 31 35.68 W 96 32.52

Freestone County

Location; From N 32 00.00 W 96 03.2 go SE to 31 47.7 96 30.0 then SE to 31 24.8 96 14.4 then NW  up the Trinity River to 32 00.00 96 03.2

Emergency Fields; Big Brown Creek Airstrip N 31 49.87 W 96 03.10, 

Pyramid Ranch 31 51.81 96 11.83

Water Locations; Fairfield Lake N 31 47.60 W 96 03.76, and numerous other locations.

Hill County

Location; From N 32 15.9 W 97 05.2 then SW to 32 10.7 97 28.4 then SE down the Brazos River to 31 44.8 97 16.5 then NE to 31 51.7 97 02.3 then SE to 31 42.7 96 56.0

Then NE to 31 48.8 96 43.2 then NW to 32 04.6 96 53.6 then SW to 32 03.3 96 56,2 then NW to 32 15.9 97 05.2
Emergency Fields; Lake Whitney N 31 55.45 W 97 21,83, Hillsboro 32 05 97 05.87

Water Locations; Numerous 

From: Lt. Col. Jack Jackson [cv@txwgcap.org]
Sent: Friday, December 30, 2005 6:32 PM
To: tom@twbishop.com; do@txwgcap.org; dos@txwgcap.org
Cc: Texas Wing/CC
Subject: Fire watch briefing information - Mission number TX-52-05 

Importance: High


Tom,
  The following is the briefing information that the crews should be given:

The sortie objective is to locate and record the latitude and longitude of any fire in the search area. Also, identify and record any lake, river or water source that is at least 10 feet deep. This is a possible source of water to fight a fire (even if a fire is not found). This information should be reported to the district fire chief on TXFIRE1 (channel 013 -FM) and to the SOC (SOC@txdps.state.tx.us) , to me (cv@txwgcap.org) and Tom Bishop at tom@twbishop.com  via email upon landing. Also, the flight time and total cost (fuel and maintenance) will be set to the SOC, to me and Tom Bishop via email at the end of the sortie.
NOTE: If a fire is located and you can not make contact on the FM, try calling Air Attach on 122.925 or 123.025 and report that your were not able to make contact via email when you land.

Sortie details:

Announce entering the search area on 122.925 (search area north of Waco) or 123.025 (search area south of Waco) prior to enter the search area. The announcement such be "Any Air Attach aircraft, CAP Flight nnnn is entering a fire watch in the 'county' area, please advise of any conflict, OVER". NOTE: Any Air Attach aircraft has priority since they may be fighting a fire in the area. 

Fly the sortie at approximately 3,000 agl.  Use the best track spacing to effectively cover the assignment in  the shortest amount of time. No sortie is can exceed 4 hours.assigned counties:  (Combine counties if possible to minimize cost)

Burnet
Freestone
San Saba
Falls
Mills
McLennan
Bosque
Milam
Hill
Bell
Limestone
Coryell
Lt Col Jack Jackson CAP

Vice Commander

Texas wing
